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SUBJECT:FMS KUWAIT -AIRCRAFT 
REF: KUWAIT 879 

1. WE REGRET GOK DECISION TO PURCHASE MIRAGE AND IAGUAR AIR- 
CRAFT WHICH OVERLOOKS THE RECOMMENDATION MADE BY THE 
FEBRUARY 1972 US MILITARY SURVEY TEAM. AS THE EMBASSY WILL 
RECALL, SURVEY RECOMMENDED THAT KUWAIT ACQUIRE A DUAL PUR- 
POSE AIRCRAFT, SUCH AS THE F-5E, BECAUSE OF EASIER MAIN- 
TENANCE AND TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, ADVANTAGES IN ACQUIRING 
BASIC AIRCRAFT CAPABILITY SIMILAR TO THAT IN SAUDI AND 
IRANIAN INVENTORIES, AND IN LIGHT OF KUWAITI MANPOWER 
LIMITATIONS. WE CANNOT IN GOOD CONSCIENCE NOW WAIVE THESE 
CONSIDERATIONS BY OFFERING F-4 OR F-14 TO GOK IN ATTEMPT TO 
OUTBID FRENCH AND BRITISH. FYI - ALTHOUGH WE OFFERED SAUDIS 
LIMITED NUMBER OF F-4S LAST SUMMER SUBJECT TO OUR UNDER- 
TAKING SURVEY OF THEIR MILITARY MANPOWER REQUIREMENTS, 
SAUDIS HAVE HAD SECOND THOUGHTS AND ARE NOW ASKING US CON- 
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DUCT A LONG-TERM SURVEY OF RSAF REQUIREMENTS OVER NEXT 
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5-10 YEARS BEFORE REACHING ANY DECISION ON COMMITTING THEM- 
SELVES TO AIRCRAFT MORE SOPHISTICATED THAN F-5E. END FYI. 

2. IN EVENT GOK SHOULD WISH TO RECONSIDER ITS DECISION TO 
PURCHASE MIRAGE AND JAGUAR AT LATER DATE, WE WOULD OF 
COURSE BE PLEASED TO REOPEN DISCUSSIONS. 

3. REGARDING QUESTION OF AIR TO AIR MISSILE WHOSE PER- 
FORMANCE IS CONSIDERED SUPERIOR TO FRENCH MATRA, THIS WILL 
BE SUBJECT OF SEPTEL. KISSINGER 
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